
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL 
OF PRELIMINARY MITIGATION PLAN 

 
 
 Notice is hereby given that on October 10, 2003, North Snake Ground Water 
District and Magic Valley Ground Water District (collectively referred to as “the 
districts”), c/o Michael C. Creamer, Givens Pursley LLP, 601 West Bannock Street, P.O. 
Box 2720, Boise, Idaho 83701-2720, submitted an Application for Approval of 
Preliminary Mitigation Plan (plan) to the Department of Water Resources (Department). 
The Department will process this plan pursuant to the Department's Conjunctive 
Management Rules (IDAPA 37, Title 03, Chapter 11).   
 
 The members of the districts hold ground water rights for domestic, municipal, 
commercial and industrial uses, and for irrigation of approximately 220,000 acres 
located mostly north of the Snake River within Gooding, Jerome, Minidoka, Blaine and 
Cassia Counties.  Certain of these ground water rights have priority dates junior to the 
priority dates of certain water rights from spring sources that discharge to the Thousand 
Springs Reach of the Snake River.  The ground water and the springs are 
interconnected sources of water.  The districts have proposed the mitigation plan to 
mitigate injury to earlier priority surface water rights that may result from depletions 
under later priority ground water rights. 
 
 The districts propose an average delivery of 40,000 acre-feet of replacement 
water to the Thousand Springs Reach each year for five (5) years, commencing in 
2004.  The replacement water would be supplied from rental of storage water from the 
Water District 01 Rental Pool, management of operational spill or tail water, conversion 
or idling of ground water irrigated acres, and recharge to the Eastern Snake River Plain 
Aquifer.  During the five-year period, the districts propose flexibility to accrue credits or 
debits in annual delivery of up to 80,000 acre-feet.  Credits could be applied to future 
years.  If the running debit total exceeds 80,000 acre-feet, the districts propose to curtail 
or reduce certain ground water diversions.   
 
 The Department has not made any determinations regarding the adequacy of the 
proposed plan.  A complete copy of the application and the proposed plan is available 
for review at either the Department’s State Office in Boise, the Department’s Regional 
Office in Twin Falls, or may be viewed online at the following website: 
www.idwr.state.id.us/.  Any protest against approval of the plan must be filed with the 
Department of Water Resources, 1301 N. Orchard St., Boise, ID 83706, together with a 
protest fee of $25 on or before November 24, 2003.  The protest must include a 
certificate of service showing that a copy of the protest has been mailed to or served on 
the districts.  
 
KARL J. DREHER 
Director 








































































































